
Grounds Maintenance Team 

 

Houses of worship have an intimate relationship with the land. Whether they manage land that 

surrounds their property, or they have a long cultural history with the landscape, they interact 

with their grounds on a consistent basis.  The steps these institutions take in the management of 

their grounds have a direct impact on the local ecosystem.  Consider these facts: 

 Over 90 million pounds of herbicides are applied on lawns and gardens per year. 

Children are most heavily exposed to these toxins, with The National Academy of 

Sciences estimating that 50% of lifetime pesticide exposure occurs during the first 5 

years of life. 

 

 Of 30 commonly used lawn pesticides, 19 are suspected carcinogens (cancer causing), 13 

are linked with birth defects, 21 with reproductive effects, 15 with neurotoxicity, 26 with 

liver or kidney damage, 27 are sensitizers and/or irritants, and 11 have the potential to 

disrupt the endocrine (hormonal) system. 

 

 Runoff from synthetic chemical fertilizers pollutes streams and lakes, causing algae 

blooms, depleting oxygen, and damaging aquatic life. 

 

 Nationwide, landscape irrigation is estimated to account for almost one-third of all 

residential water use, totaling more than 7 billion gallons per day. 

 

 Converting to a water-efficient landscape through proper choice of plants and careful 

design can reduce outdoor water use by 20 to 50 percent. 

1. If the house of worship has a lawn area, is it treated with herbicides? If so, what kind?  

 

2. Does the congregation use fertilizer on its grounds? If so, what kind of fertilizer (e.g. 

synthetic vs compost) and how often is it applied?  

 

3. How does the congregation manage pests outdoors? For instance, does a pest vendor 

spray pesticides on a regular basis, do they use Integrated Pest Management, etc? 

 

4. What are some characteristics of the landscape that the congregation should take into 

account when managing its grounds? For instance, a stream nearby, farms, or preschools?   

 



5. Has the congregation maintained elements of the local ecosystem and culture? For 

instance, has farmland been preserved, have forests been left intact, etc?  

 

 

6. When manicuring the landscape, does the house of worship use native plants? If so, 

provide some examples.  

 

7. How is the landscape watered, and does the congregation take any steps to limit water use 

outdoors? Consider factors such as the way the lawn is watered (limitations on time of 

day it’s watered, or SMART sensors on sprinklers), rain gardens, rain barrels, etc.  

 

 

8. Are any water bodies located nearby the house of worship, such as a stream? If so, has 

the congregation taken steps to preserve water quality of that body of water, such as 

through stream buffers, plantings, etc?  

 

9. Does the congregation connect members to the landscape through hands-on activities 

such as a butterfly garden, vegetable garden, or outdoor labyrinth?   

 

10. Has the congregation created habitat for local wildlife, through such things as bird 

feeders, bird boxes, a butterfly garden, etc? If not, where may this be possible on the 

property? 

 

11. Has the congregation been certified as a Backyard Wildlife Habitat by National Wildlife 

Federation?  

Questions to Consider 

1. Why is it important for congregations to undertake sustainable grounds maintenance 

practices?  Consider environmental impact and health. 

 

2. What are key grounds maintenance opportunities you learned about through this audit?   

 

3. What can this house of worship do differently to create a more environmentally friendly 

and healthy landscape?  


